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BPMI.ORG RELEASES WORKING DRAFT OF BPM NOTATION 1.0
Process modeling specification designed to bridge gap between business analysts and
technical developers responsible for Business Process Management in the Enterprise.

Denver, CO - August 28, 2003 - The Business Process Management Initiative
(BPMI.org) today announced the release of the public draft for the Business Process
Modeling Notation (BPMN 1.0) providing a readily understandable, royalty-free
notation designed for both business process design and business process
implementation. As an amalgamation of best practices within the business modeling
community, BPMN provides a simple, standardized means of communicating process
information to other business users, process implementers, customers, and
suppliers.

In achieving this primary objective, BPMN 1.0 also allows different XML-based
process languages, e.g., Business Process Execution Language for Web Services
(BPEL4WSv1.1) and Business Process Modeling Language (BPMLv1.0), to be
visualized using common elements. BPMN is a comprehensive notation and points
toward the convergence of open standards for business process management by
enabling practitioners to more easily exchange business process models between
different business process languages using a standardized graphical notation.

"BPMN will provide businesses with the capability of understanding their internal
business procedures in a graphical notation and will give organizations the ability to
communicate these procedures in a standard manner," said Stephen White, chair of
the BPMN Working Group. "BPMN follows the tradition of flowcharting and swim lane
notations for readability, yet still provides the mapping to the executable constructs
as defined in BPEL4WS. By doing so, BPMN fills a technical gap between the format
of the initial design of business processes and the format of the languages that will
execute these business processes. This creates an environment where business
people will be more involved in developing, managing, and monitoring IT-intensive
business processes."

"Semantic differences between leading process modeling tools and arbitrary
differences in visual notation have hindered the take up of process management in
the marketplace," says Howard Smith, co-chair of BPMI.org and CTO for Computer
Sciences Corporation Europe. "Process and performance management is the majority
of all work. The BPMN proposal points toward a time when business people will
readily exchange processes as easily as they do word processing documents and
spreadsheets today."

The BPMN 1.0 working draft specification is available royalty free for download from
BPMI.org's web site at http://www.bpmi.org/bpmn-spec.esp.

About BPMI.org (www.bpmi.org) BPMI.org (the Business Process Management
Initiative) is a non-profit corporation that empowers companies of all sizes, across all
industries, to develop and operate business processes that span multiple applications
and business partners, behind the firewall and over the Internet. The Initiative's
mission is to promote and develop the use of Business Process Management (BPM)
through the establishment of standards for process design, deployment, execution,
maintenance, and optimization.



BPMI.org develops open specifications, assists IT vendors in marketing their
implementations, and supports businesses in their use of business process
management technologies. Currently comprising over 80 members, membership is
open to all companies, non-profit organizations, and individuals.
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